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Urban
League
trains
students
for jobs

Sickle Cell
event a
success
BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
In a room packed with
more than 300 supporters,
the Sickle Cell Disease Association
of
America
(SCDAA), St. Petersburg
Chapter hosted a joyous
and festive event to commemorate their 40th anniversary of service to the
community.
Bubbly Bay News 9
news anchor, Erica Riggins,
emceed the ceremony
which paid special tribute
to its founder and current
president, Mary Murph,
who started the organization in 1972.
Event goers took a trip
down
memory
lane
through a video and slide
presentation that documented the chapter’s community service. The event,
officially called The Sickle
Cell Dinner and Jazz Extravaganza, was held at the
downtown Hilton Hotel and
is the chapter’s only annual
fundraiser.
The chapter made presentations to several of its
longtime supporters including Johnnie Ruth Clarke
Health Center, which
houses the local sickle cell
office; Bayfront Medical
Center, Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. (AKA), and
the African American Coalition of Firefighters.
St. Petersburg Fire &
Rescue Chief Jim Large
made special presentations
to the coalition’s retired
members.
The 2010–12 poster
child, 10 year-old Jamira
Jackson was introduced by
Nakena Cromartie, the current Miss FAMU. Jackson
is currently a student at Mt.
Zion Progressive Christian
Academy.
First time attendee

BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Pinellas County Urban
League accomplished its
goal last Friday, Sept. 14,
when it graduated the last
22 students out of 100 who
completed the basic weatherization training course.
These 100 young men
and women learned entrylevel construction skills
from master trainers at the
National Education Developers and the University of
South Florida outreach
training institute for the
United States Department
of Labor.
Sponsored by WorkNet
Pinellas and funded by the
Department of Energy, participating students received
professional training in
home performance and
weatherization – covering
residential energy efficiency retrofit work practices and standards.
Weatherization,
or
weatherproofing, is the
practice of protecting a
building and its interior
from the elements and of
modifying a building to reduce energy consumption
and optimize energy efficiency.
Certified weatherization
professionals are individuals who have been trained
in these practices and are

Dr. Goliath Davis

The Courageous Twelve
honored
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
One month out of the
year is set aside to recognize historically significant African Americans
and their accomplishments. However, history
is being made in the
black community every
day, even though most
people aren’t aware of
the historically significant struggles going on
daily in their own neighborhoods.
“We have in this community local heroes that
our kids may never
know,”
community

leader Dr. Goliath Davis
explained, “We celebrate
black history month and
we go out and we talk
about Dr. King and a
whole host of individuals,
but the history that’s resident right here sometimes is never told.”
But last Friday night,
community
members
gathered at Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 1800
18th Ave. S., to do just
that. Organized by its
Black History Committee, Faith Memorial Missionary honored a group
of dedicated members of
the St. Petersburg Police
Department.

Twelve black officers
made history over 45
years ago when they
fought for the right to
serve and protect their
city. A right no white officer has ever had to fight
for.
It was 1965. Racial
tensions were high in St.
Petersburg, when a
group of black police officers, later named The
Courageous
Twelve,
filed a suit against the
city demanding the right
to patrol white neighborhoods.
Backed
by
two
lawyers,
James
B.
Sanderlin and Frank Peterman Sr., the Coura-

geous Twelve stood up
for the basic human right
set forth in the constitution - the right that all
men are created equal.
“They had character,
but even with that character they found themselves unable to arrest
people who didn’t look
like them,” Davis said as
he relayed what it was
like for black officers
during that time. “You
[could] observe a violation, but you [couldn’t]
take the appropriate
steps to correct that violation because of your
skin color.”
Davis was the first
African-American police
See TWELVE, page 4

See TRAINING, page 6

Glitter Queens light up the night
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Watson Haynes II

GULFPORT — Gulfport sparkled last Saturday, Sept. 15, when the
St. Pete Glitter Queens
descended on the Gulfport Casino for a night of
fun, food, and fundraising.
The St Pete Glitter
Queens is a group of fun
loving women whose
purpose is to provide opportunities for social networking while also
working together for

charitable causes.
This year’s recipient
was the Arts Conserva-

tory for Teens (ACT)
program in Midtown.
ACT’s main goal is to

provide quality arts education to youth, especially those that are
disadvantaged and underserved in the arts.
Through arts education, the program hopes
to instill in its students a
sense of pride, self-discipline, motivation, spirituality and a drive for
excellence, not only in
art, but also in everyday
living.
The conservatory is
the brainchild of founder

Veronica Dunn, Shelia Reilly and Alex Harris
announce “Motown in Midtown” Nov. 8-10.
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Mary Murph, left, with
Erica Riggins.

See GLITTER, page 7
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OPINION
Africans in America

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

Certainly there are
those “Americans” who
just happen to be of color
who are enjoying the fruits
and benefits of being in
America.
They
have
achieved some measure of
economic prosperity, social
and even some political autonomy.
In any case, it goes
without question that these
“of color Americans” would
be hard press to admit that
they are not truly American citizens; they would un-

doubtedly argue the absurdity of the notion.
After all they were born
in this country; their parents and grandparents
were born in this country;
their ancestors fought in
wars for this county including the American Revolution. They paid their taxes
and in some cases are
property owners. Surely
they have a right to call
themselves Americans. Indeed they have a right to
call this country theirs.
This writer can emphasis with the above mindset,
however, the fact remains
that we are not full citizens
in America. At best we occupy a status of second
class citizenship.
Yes, it is true that there
are some Africans in America who have done quite
well for themselves and
should be applauded for
their successful efforts, but
they have little to no impact
and or influence on the vast
majority of Africans in

America who are still
struggling for basic civil
and in some cases human
rights.
If those “successful”
Africans in America do not
trickle down their knowledge, finances, political influences in an effort to
build institutions that will
guarantee the African in
America economic, educational and political autonomy then it is safe to say
that Africans in America
are headed for sure disaster.
If the African elite in
America continue to operate out of the mindset: “I
got mine you get yours,”
we are headed for a major
ethnic polarization that will
manifest itself to a self-inflicted genocide.
What Africans in America must accept is that we
represent a political entity
in a volatile political world.
Political Science 101 will
tell us if we don’t control
our political space some-

Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,
There’s a vacuum that is
sucking the black males
out of the black communities and into the prison system one generation after
another. These black males
are being lured into criminality under false pretenses. They are lead to
believe that selling drugs
and robbing people is the
quickest way to gain riches.
So this trend, or fad, is
set (street code) where
young black males are
dropping out of school to
pursue a life of crime not
knowing that they are setting themselves up for volunteered slavery.
Our forefathers fought
so hard to free themselves
from bondage and to be regarded as human and not
chattel, but today’s young
black males willing participants in their own enslave-

ment when they go out and
commit crimes.
The prison system just
sits back and sucks them in
as if it were the nineteenth
century again, and somehow prison culture becomes romanced and even
emulated on the streets.
In order to disassemble
and destroy the prison
monster, the black community needs to get serious
and start teaching their
young males how to function in society without turning to crime.
There are entirely too
many black males housed
in the Florida prison system with no real means of
being rehabilitated. The
prison becomes more like a
warehouse or plantation,
and the tax payers are footing the bill.
What can be done to
stop this vicious cycle?

one else will. And nine
times out of ten they, will
not have our best interest
at heart.
A perquisite to controlling our political space is
that we must be clear on
who we are; Where we are
from; Where are we going;
Who are our enemies and
who are our allies. If we
are confused about any one
of these we are playing
with someone else’s short
deck, and we have lost before we have begun to
fight.
This ignorant and
gullible thinking of not
knowing who we are or allowing another ethic group
to define us will keep us
isolated and vulnerable to
the bowels of this world
and its racist policies.
When the Jewish people study their scriptures
they also study their enemies. They say it is because they do not intend on
it happening to them again.
What are we doing to

First, let’s see where most
of these black males are
coming from.
Many come from adult
single parent households
where one parent has no involvement with their children. Others come from
mentally immature teenage
girls having babies before
their minds are developed
enough to understand the
magnitude of the responsibility it takes to raise a wellrounded child.
So a large part of the
problem is identified, but
how can it be solved? How
can we find constructive
ways of dealing with this
crisis? Without dealing
with these problems, our
young black males will continue to be lured into the
belly of the beast (the
Florida prison system).
Sincerely,
Darrell Johnson

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly

rate
reduction

BY RAYNARD JACKSON
NNPA Columnist

Every four years in the
U.S., we have our presidential elections. I have
worked on three such
campaigns and the one
thing that is certain is uncertainty.
Presidential
campaigns are planned
down to the most minute
detail. In most cases, the
winner will be the person
who can best respond to
the uncertainties of a campaign.
Last week – near the
end of the present presidential contest – America
was once again shaken to
its core with another act of
terrorism. This time, we
lost four of our diplomats
in a brazen attack on our
embassy in Egypt. Some
of the commentary that I
saw on TV about this
tragic attack was extremely juvenile at best

and ignorant at worst. In
some cases, it was both.
There were the usual
knee-jerk reactions, none
are in the long-term interest of our country. Slashing foreign aid, for
example, is not a viable solution. Nor is becoming a
isolationist. Instead of isolating ourselves, we
should try to catch up
with the rest of the world.
Americans are the least informed and educated on
issues beyond our borders. We consistently
score among the lowest
when it comes to world
knowledge. It is embarrassing that students in
other country know more
about American history
than we do.
Geography? Forget it.
Quick question: How
many people realize that
from the east coast of the
U.S., you can be on the
west coast of Africa,
specifically Senegal, in
about the same time it
takes to get to Los Angeles or San Francisco?
Do Americans really
understand why Muslims
and other non-Americans
think our government was
behind the making of the
idiotic movie that sparked
the terrorist attacks last
week?
Most of these countries have a dictatorship or

some other form of autocratic government. For
those living in such countries, it is inconceivable
that a movie could be
made without the explicit
blessing of the government.
Most of these Muslim
countries have no freedom of speech or freedom
of the press. So, to them,
the government is the
press; the government is
the movie producer. Does
that justify their killing our
embassy people? Of
course, not. But, you must
understand their mindset
and worldview.
This is why Americans
should travel abroad. We
must become citizens of
the world, not just the U.S.
And yes, foreign aid can
pave the way for democracy in the future. That is
exactly what happened in
Egypt. But we should not
expect perfection at this
early stage. Egypt is no
longer a dictatorship, but
a democracy.
We have more than
2,000 years on the cradle
of civilization when it
comes to democracy –
and we still don’t have it
all together. And we won’t
get it together until we are
eager to learn about others as they are to learn
about the United States.
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and you don’t have to be
born in Africa to be
African.
We need to be cognizant of the fact that
what is guaranteeing Europeans and Asians their
protection and freedom is
not America’s democratic
process, but the fact that
they have mother countries that will defend their
rights on a world stage.
When it comes to world
view politics, the elite
power brokers see this as a
battle for their survival. So
when they make plans to
re-colonize Africa and the
Middle East, they are at
the same time planning to
wrap the ropes around the
African in America.
They understand that a
unified block of Africans in
American pose the biggest
threat to their global domination and they make it
their first order of business
to keep us in a dependent
state of existence and mind.
jonathanscottjr@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY
Pastor’s
Bulletin
By Pastor Martin Rainey

Reframing: Increasing
parental engagement
One of the most powerful but neglected supports for a child’s learning
and development both in and out of
school is parental and caring adult engagement.
Research shows that parent and
caring adult engagement is one of the
strongest predictors of a child’s success in education and other social issues, especially in grades pre-K to fifth
grade. However, resources for commitment to promoting meaningful parent and caring adult engagement are
few, weak and inconsistent.
Consider item 1-6 below:
1. Over two years ago, the U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan announced the U.S. Department of
Education’s proposal to double the
amount of federal dollars set aside for
family involvement.
“Parents will always be a child’s
first and most important teacher,” said
Duncan. “And parenting is the most
important job that every parent takes
on.”
Under current law, districts are required to use one percent of federal
Title 1 dollars to carry out family engagement activities. The U.S. Department of Education proposed doubling
funding for family engagement from 1
percent to 2 percent of Title 1 dollars—
for a total of roughly $270 million—and
asking districts to use these funds in a
more systemic and comprehensive
way.
Parents and community, the funds
are currently available to the schools.
Especially to schools listed below.
2. In recent statistics from the State
Department of Education, the following elementary schools have students

who are entering the fourth grade
NOT reading at the third grade level:
Melrose - 84%; Campbell Park - 73%;
Fairmount Park - 82%; Gulfport 61%; Woodlawn - 78%; Maximo - 72%;
Lakewood - 77%; James Sanderlin 50%; 74th Street - 50%; Mt. Vernon 49%, and Bear Creek - 57%.
3. The school administrators and
parents of the above listed school are
encouraged to contact PSFEC for help
in developing a plan for reframing.
4. Do you have a friend or relative
that has a child or children attending
any of the schools listed above? If so,
contact PSFEC.
5. Would you like to invest in action
to improve the school? Many families,
however, require assistance in providing these basics of a supportive home
learning environment.
6. Are you a parent that is unable to
visit the school on a regular basis? If
so, please contact PSFEC for assistance.
Your input and critique is appreciated.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
inc., Chairman JWB South County
Community Council and also serves as
Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave.
S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to South
Side Tabernacle Baptist Church.

LET’S TALK LAW
By JAcqLyn F. BryAnT, ESq.
SpEciAL To ThE chALLEngEr

Drug-free workplace
When we start a new job, we usually do not think twice about being
drug tested. Most people expect that
taking a drug test is just a normal part
of the application process. But what we
often do not realize is that it could have
a major effect on your Workers Compensation case if you were ever injured
on the job!
In Florida, employers are allowed to
become “Drug-Free Workplaces” by
following the proper procedure required by Florida law (like drug testing
applicants before hiring, drug testing
employees after an accident on the job,
posting drug-testing information in the
office, etc). If the procedure is followed, the employer gets to pay lower
insurance rates.
Also, if an applicant tests positive
for drugs or alcohol, the employer has
the right to refuse to hire that person
(if the positive test has been confirmed), and most importantly, if an
employee is hurt on the job and later
tests positive for drugs after the accident, the employer has the right to
deny the workers comp claim and not
pay ANY medical bills or lost wages relating to the accident.
Florida Law states: “If an employer
implements a drug-free workplace program in accordance with sec. 440.102
which includes notice, education, and

procedural requirements for testing for
drugs and alcohol pursuant to law or to
rules developed by the Agency for
Health Care Administration, the employer may require the employee to
submit to a test for the presence of
drugs or alcohol and, if a drug or alcohol is found to be present in the employee’s system at a level prescribed by
rule adopted pursuant to this act, the
employee may be terminated and forfeits his or her eligibility for medical
and indemnity benefits…”
It is very important to be aware if
your place of employment is considered to be a “Drug-Free Workplace”
and if it is, it is even more important to
know whether or not your employer
has followed the procedure required
by statute. If your employer does not
follow the proper procedure, they cannot deny you benefits based on the
Drug-Free Workplace status.
As always, it is important to contact
a qualified attorney if you have questions concerning a work injury or if
your employer is not paying your medical bills or lost wages as they should
be, even if you had a positive drug test.
If you would like to know more
about this topic; have questions; or just
want to say hello; please email me at
Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I would love
to hear from you!
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COMMUNITY

Faye Hines

Willie Corbett

Atty. Delano Stewart

Atty. Frank Peterman Sr.

Family members of Primus Killen

Family member of Horace L. Nero

Family member of Charles Holland

Family member of Johnnie B. Lewis

Family members of Nathaniel L. Wooten

Family members of Jerry Styles

Family member of James King

Robert V. Keys

Legacy of The Courageous Twelve
From TWELVE, page 1

L-R, Freddie L. Crawford, Adam Baker and Leon Jackson.

YOU

DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO

chief in the City of St. Petersburg. He thanked
the twelve officers and
their families for the
courage and commitment it took to stand up
to the injustice that was
inflicted upon them.
Along with the Black
History Committee, he
paid tribute to the officers for all their dedicated years of service
and for opening doors
for future African Americans. The Courageous
Twelve made it possible
for black women and
men to be treated as citizens and not looked
down upon because of
race.
“If they hadn’t stood
up, I couldn’t stand here
tonight and tell you that
I was able to reach the
highest pinnacle in the
City of St. Petersburg Police Department,” Davis
said. “If they had not
stood up, then we would
still be fighting that
fight.”
Of the twelve officers, only four remain
alive today: Fred Crawford, Leon Jackson,
Robert Keys, and Adam
Baker.
As Jackson, the first
black St. Petersburg officer to be assigned to a
white unit, made his way
to the stage, he quickly
summed up the feelings
that still remain when he
thinks back to his early
years on the force.

“When I look back,
there’s a wound there.
Instead of following the
criminals they were following the other police
officers,” Jackson explained. “That’s what we
went through.”
Frank Peterman, one
of the lawyers who represented the Courageous
Twelve, educated the
crowd on more of the
hardships black officers
were put through. From
sarcastic comments to
receiving hand me down
uniforms, Peterman was
humbled by the sacrifices of each officer and
the bond of brotherhood
they showed by joining
together and striving to
make a difference.
“Those were times
when just standing for
what was right would put
your life in jeopardy,” Peterman told the crowd.
“It’s just that simple.”
Peterman recounted
how he and fellow
lawyer, the late Judge
James B. Sanderlin endured threats from the
Klu Klux Clan. Although
the threats were taken
seriously,
Peterman
brought down the house
when he simply explained: “They told me
what they were gonna do
and I said, ‘bring it on. I’ll
give you a warm welcome.’”
From the twelve officers, to the two lawyers
who fought for them,

and to the family members who stood by them
during one of the most
tumultuous times in St.
Petersburg’s history, all
agree that fighting for
the respect of the community was difficult.
And while the road to
equality has been long
and hard, St. Petersburg’s African-American
community knows the
importance of keeping
the history alive, no matter how painful the memories are.
“We have an old history,” Davis stated as he
encouraged all in attendance to keep local black
history alive by relaying
to the younger generation the hardships, struggles, and triumphs
African Americans have
persevered through.
“These guys are important to history because they stood up.
They stood up [and] we
are a lot better for it.”
A surprise announcement came when Crawford told the audience
that he was approached
by a company that is interested in financing a
movie production of the
story of The Courageous
Twelve.
Any money coming
from the production will
be shared between the
remaining Twelve, and
the family of the deceased.

TO BE A

HERO

www.T he w eekly C hallenger n ewspaper . Com
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COMMUNITY
Major Juanita Bell, US Army, Retired
Community Spotlight
BY EMMA C. CAVIN

Staff Writer

Major Juanita Bell came
to St. Petersburg from Jacksonville in 1968 to visit her
sister. Her visit to St. Petersburg was so enjoyable
that she decided not to go
back, but to stay and go to
nursing school at St. Petersburg Junior College.
“I have never regretted
that decision,” Bell said.
You see, before she
went to Jacksonville, she
was living in New York. It
was so cold there, that she
only stayed a year. However, St. Petersburg was an
idea place for Bell with its
good weather, and the opportunity it afforded to get
an education.
She even credits living
in St. Petersburg with
choosing her career path.
“Even my job and the
opportunity to serve in the
military were all possible
because of where I was
when each opportunity presented itself,” she said.
Bell’s first job after
graduating from nursing
school was at Sunbay Hospital, now known as
Kendrick Care Center. As
she worked around other
nurses, she often heard
them talking about the
army reserves.
One day, Bell asked
Nurse Carrie Nero for
some details. A few months
later, Bell joined the reserves and went to Fort
Sam Houston in Texas for
her basic training.
She was commissioned
as a second lieutenant, and
followed through with all

six phases of officer advanced training, in addition
to the command general officer courses. Bell took so
many courses that she
earned a master’s degree
through her military training.
In her military ventures
as well as on her civilian
job, Bell was able to see
that the value of her military training could not be
quantified. She felt fortunate to have had the opportunity to learn so much and
to give so much help to others.
Following her training
in the Army, Bell traveled
to monthly training sessions and summer sessions
in Fort Benning, Ga.; Fort
McCoy, Wis. and Fort Lee,
Va. She also spent time at
Camp Blanding, Fla. and
Camp Shelby, Miss.
As a member of a combat nursing unit, Bell and
her unit set up hospital facilities in the field and
worked at veteran’s hospitals in various cities to
preparing soldiers for deployment or helping people
in disaster areas.
Bell retired in 1999 21
years of service. Her service awards included Good
Conduct Medals, Commendations for Meritorious
Service, Instructor Awards,
and
various
training
medals.
Bell’s civilian job allowed her to work in several positions. She served
as nursing case manager,
charge nurse, instructor,
and supervisor. She also
worked, when needed, as a
floor nurse, dispensing

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Leandre
Millhouse
medications and providing
treatments for wounds.
Retirement came in
June 2001, when Bell left
the floors of Bayfront Medical Center and the Baycare
Hospitals for the homes of
family and friends in the
community.
“I wanted to do two
things when I got out of
high school. I wanted to become a nurse, and I wanted
to go to the Army,” she
said.
Bell explained that as an
eighth grader, she didn’t
know how she could accomplish that since her
family lived in a rural area
of Florida.
“Looking back now, I
see that I was able to do
both,” she said.
Major Juanita Bell is a
native of Jasper, Fla., and
the fourth child in a family
of eight children. While in
high school, Bell played a
little basketball, read, and
studied. She and her siblings were very close and
have always enjoyed doing
things together.
She is the mother of one
son, and the proud grandmother of five. Her granddaughter, Ryaisha, is now
in college.

Student, Cheerleader,
Sister, Friend
From the time school closed last
June, through the fun filled summer of
trips to the pool and the movies or
cookouts with family in a backyard, the
topic of interest for Leandre Millhouse
and her friends was what they were
going to do when they went back to
school in the fall.
This school term is quite different
– they are all members of the freshman
class in one of the seven high schools
in St. Petersburg. For Leandre and her
very best friends, that school is Lakewood, home of the Spartans.
Being in different classes during
the day does not matter. The most important thing is the fact that they are all
in high school. For most teenagers,
going to high school is very much like
a rite of passage. In fact, it is a rite of
passage.
Age, type of course work and interests set them apart from students in
the middle school or elementary
school. They become young ladies and
young men taking a greater measure of
responsibility for their lives, now and in
the future.
In addition to scurrying down the
long corridors carrying a load of books
and rushing to get to class before the
tardy bell rings, the thoughts are of
watching the football games and joining the high school clubs.
Leandre has been a cheerleader for
a number of years, so trying out for
cheerleading has been in the back of

her mind. Another wish is to be able to
play on the tennis, volleyball, or soccer
team. She worries about keeping up
with her studies while going to daily
practices if she makes it on one of the
teams.
She does realize how tough the
competition is for a spot on a team, but
she is still hoping to get the chance to
play. For several years, Leandre played
in the Southside Youth Soccer League.
“I really do want to play some kind
of sport,” Leandre explained. “My
brother, Malik, will probably play football. I want to be on a team too. In Little League sports and in middle school,
I was on the sidelines cheering him on
after I stopped playing soccer. Now, I
want to play again.”
Leandre’s grandmother feels that
she needs to get adjusted to everything
at school before she starts trying out
for sports, but her mom has been
closed lipped about the matter.
“Maybe I should work at getting in
condition this year and try out next
year. I am thinking about it. There are
also a lot of clubs in high school to join.
I want to do a lot of things. This year is
going to be fun,” Leandre noted.

5

9-20-12_Layout 1 9/19/12 4:35 PM Page 6

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2012

COMMUNITY
Parent of the Week Award IS
NOT A CONTEST!!!
ST. PETERSBURG — The purpose of the Parent of the Week Award is to
celebrate parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While
encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of lives of children.
For the next several weeks, Parent Support For Education Council (PSEC)
in partnership with The Weekly Challenger, will feature and celebrate parents.
“I not only assist my son, but as many
children as I can by being chairman of
Osceola Fundamental School SAC Committee, and a PTSA participant. I also use
biblical principles to help my son succeed
in and out of school. I stay abreast and research required study materials, and contact my son’s schools at least two or three
times each week via phone, emails or Parent Connect.”
—Lendel Bright, engaged parent

“My children know that I value education, as an example I’ve reentered school
and obtained the Florida Board of Pharmacy Certification. My children were
present at my graduation and we always
discuss their future graduations. This
school year, I’ve help organize my son’s
school work and as a result he manages
his time wisely. My daughter was encouraged by me to remain true to herself and
has found the transition to middle school
easier. As often as necessary, I keep the
lines of communication open for all involved in the lives of my children.”
—Yolanda Gelin, engaged parent

Get your kids moving!

ST. PETERSBURG —
One hour of fun starting
Saturday, Sept. 29. Join the
Tyron Lewis Community
Gym Fit Camp for Kids! We
want to help the kids in our
community become healthy
and fit. We have a dynamic
program set to build endurance, Strength, coordination and weight loss.

Fit Camp for kids include:
• Warm up
• Hula-hoops exercise
• Relay Races
• Kick ball games
• Dance exercise
• Cool down
Activities will var y
ever y week. Cost is $5 a
week or $15 a month for

Weatherization: Jobs of the future
From TRAINING, page 1

hired to work projects that
are intended to reduce energy costs for low-income
families by improving the
energy efficiency of their
homes, while ensuring
their health and safety.
Representatives from
the National Education Developers were on hand to
pass out the students credentials. These certified instructors
used
the
programs from United
States Department of Labor
Occupational Safety and
Health
Administration
(OSHA), and National Center for Construction Education
and
Research
(NCCER) to train.
When those last 22 students walked out of the
room that day, they had
verifiable industry credentials from NCCER in their
pockets. Any potential em-

ployer will only have to log
on to the NCCER’s website
and view their transcripts.
This one week, 36 hour
training course prepares
and validates that a student
is ready and able to move
further in their education at
Pinellas Technical Education Centers (PTEC),
which is a two week course
that then moves you on to a
seven week course.
“Tightening up a building or house for heating
and cooling is big business,” said master trainer
Steve Moitozo, “and within
less than two months you
can have a new career that
is in demand.”
The Urban League continues to provide opportunities for citizens of Pinellas
County to train and learn
new skills that will lead to
gainful employment.

“Get your resumes together so that we can begin
to create a bank of all of
you, and will be able to lend
your names out to some of
these construction companies in the area,” said Watson Haynes, president and
CEO of Pinellas County
Urban League.
Under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
(ARRA), the Urban League
weatherized over 1400 single
family
residents
throughout Pinellas County
and 200 multi-family units
at the Rainbow Village complex located in Largo.
If you would like to find
out more about Urban
League services, please
visit their website at
www.pcul.org or call 727327-2081.

L-R, Steve Moitozo (NED), Watson Haynes II (CEO/President PCUL),
Ludell Hill (Director of Programs PCUL), Janice Dixon (NED),
David Wolfe (Student), Joyce Rivas (WorkNet Pinellas),
Cyndi Robinson-Myrick (PCUL), Ramona Hunter (Fifth Third Bank)

ages 8-14 years. Let’s
teach our kids health and
smart choices.
Location: 1327 MLK
Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg.
Call (727) 824-5670 for
more information.Wellness Manager, Tiffany
Williams. A program of
the African Education and
Defense Fund.

Danielle Jasper, left,
with Ludell Hill.

Joyce Rivas, left, with Jessie Grant.

SCDAA celebrates 40 years of service
From SICKLE CELL, page 1

Erica Shepherd said, “This
is awesome. I’m already
thinking about the friends
that we can bring next
year.” She and her husband
William, the parents of
three young daughters,
said it was a great date
night for them.
Murph and her board
were thoughtfully praised
throughout the evening.
Mayor Bill Foster presented a proclamation from
the city declaring Sept. 1315 as sickle cell weekend.
The Sickle Cell Board of Directors delighted Murph
with a gift certificate; AKA,
of which she is a member,
presented her with a beautiful flower arrangement
and 13 year-old Ericka Still
performed a creative
dance.
The sickle cell support
group praised Murph and

the Board with a poem and
flowers, and in a more comical moment crowned
Murph “Queen Bee” of
sickle cell — their personal
super hero.
Also receiving praise
that
night
was
the
evening’s featured band,

TAABU.
In Murph’s final remarks, she said she was delighted and overjoyed by
the outpouring of support
on their milestone anniversary event. It indeed was a
tremendous success.

Firefighter Rob Henderson poses with
mother/daughter firefighters Alisa Washington
and Katherine Washington (Retired).

Pattye Sawyer, Vice-President of
Community Health Programs at
Suncoast Hospice and Dorian
Hampton.

Sickle Cell President/Founder Mary
Murph receives flowers from AKA
Chapter President Crystal Pruitt.
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Blast From the Past: Joyce Ware
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER— In
response to a recent “Blast
from the Past” photograph,
Rodman Ware contacted
The Weekly Challenger to
identify his wife Joyce
Ware, née Joyce McCray.
In a recent phone interview with the Clearwater
native, Ware was anxious
to bring us up to speed on
her life.
Ware indicated that the
picture was taken when
she was a singer with a trio
from the high school band,
“Stew and the Musicats,”
under the direction of the
Pinellas High School band
director Paul Stewart.
However, she is not sure of
what event she was attending.
After graduation she
gained employment with
the Pinellas County District School Board, first
serving as a secretary/
bookkeeper at Curtis Ele-

mentary School in 1951,
then Ridgecrest Elementary School from 19581974, and then secretary to
the director of Elementary
Placement and Retirement
1974.
She worked as a secretary for Associate Superintendent Joseph L. Carwise
(until his death in 1991),
then as a secretary to Associate
Superintendent
Lewis Williams from 19911995.
As secretary to Carwise and Williams, Ware
was also responsible for
the coordination of the annual Minority Student
Achievement Awards Banquet until her retirement in
January of 1995.
Before her marriage in
1983, she wrote a column
in The Weekly Challenger
under owner Cleveland
Johnson. Her column was
called “Personality Profile”
and she went under the byline of “Brown Sugar.”
Ware has fond memo

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

ries of her assigned photographer, John Rogers,
and good friend and office
manager Cynthia Armstrong.
In 2007, Ware authored
a book of poetry entitled
“Love Soup for the Heart.”
Her poetry dealt with different kinds of love such as
love of God, country, family, romantic love, pets, fantasy
love,
spousal,
forbidden love, etc.
In 2010, she published
a book titled “CommonLaw Wife,” a fictional novel
based on a true life story.
In that same year, she was

awarded the Award of
Merit and Outstanding
Achievement in Poetry
from the International Society of Poetry in Las
Vegas.
She is currently in the
process of writing a sequence to “Common-Law
Wife” and memoir of her life
called “Po, But Not Pitiful.”
She is a proud mother
of two sons, four granddaughters, and three
great-grandchildren.
“Love Soup for the
Heart” and “Common-Law
Wife” are available by calling 727-286-6003.

Arts conservatory for teens
From GLITTER, page 1

Alex Harris and Carl Lavender, former director for the Boys and Girls
Clubs of the Florida Suncoast.
“We use an art platform to empower students to prepare them for
higher education opportunities as
well as careers,” said Harris.
Saturday night was the kick-off
fundraiser for their 2012-2013 academic year for students in the Midtown community and other
underserved communities throughout Pinellas County.
Currently housed at the Carter
G. Woodson Museum, the program
accepts kids from the age of 13-18.
ACT has established a partnership with USFSP and will start to
bring students to the campus and
work with them in visual and performing arts, and also the technical
side of the entertainment industry.
ACT uses the arts to educate stu-

dents about the heritage and history
of America as well as to establish a
bridge to higher education and career opportunities for underserved
students.
“My idea” Harris said, “is to
bring something that is very sophisticated and classy and prepare
bridges to the opportunity that
everyone talks about. What is an opportunity without the bridge to get
to the opportunity?”
And what an opportunity the
conservatory provides. They have a
100 percent graduation rate and 100
percent college placement rate.
Some former students are working in Hollywood films, some in
Broadway productions, and others
have had full scholarship rides to
some prestigious institutions.
Harris gave the audience a
glance into ACT’s program with

three of its students performing.
Kerry Caraballo performed Etta
James’ “At Last” and Aretha
Franklin’s “A Natural Woman.” Iris
Pugh performed a thrilling dance
number to Dinah Washington’s
“This Bitter Earth,” and Andrew
Pink elegantly performed Nat King
Cole’s “Unforgettable.”
Harris, however, pulled out all
stops when he performed several
old-school hits. He got the crowd out
of their chairs and onto the dance
floor. Even city council members
Wengay Newton and Leslie Curran
could be seen in the conga line.
Scholarships to attend the conservatory are provided though local
foundations, private funders, and
fundraisers such as the one the Glitter Queens organized.

Thursday, Oct. 4 — Mark your calendar for a
talk by Professor Michael P. Allen, Stetson
University College of Law, on this controversial
and provocative subject entitled “Banned Books!
Who Decides?” This free event takes place at the
Catherine A. Hickman Theater, 5501 27th Ave.
S., Gulfport at 7 p .m., and is sponsored by the
Circle of Friends of the Gulfport Library. For
information contact Angela Herritt 727-290-6590.
Oct. 12-14 – Attention: 2nd Infantry Division
Veterans — The Florida Branch of the Second
(Indianhead) Division Association will have its
annual reunion in Titusville, Fla. at the Best
Western Space Shuttle Inn. For reservations,
call the hotel at 321-269-9100 and tell them you
are with the Second Division. For more
information, call the branch secretary-treasurer,
Donald Calnan, at 561-742-5379 or send an
email to 2ida.mail@charter.net.
Saturday, Oct. 20 — “Give so that others might
live” Bone Marrow Drive and Health Fair. Faith
Hope And Determination, Inc. and Mt. Hermon
Missionary Baptist Church presents their health
fair. The event will be held from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
at Mt. Hermon Missionary Baptist Church, 400 S.
Levis Ave., Tarpon Springs. There will be
entertainment, food, fun, and more! For
information, contact Ethel “Joy” Grimsley at 727530-1566 or email fhadinc1@verizon.net.

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles
Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store

(727) 867-3696
Stand up for Change!
Living with HIV/AIDS?
Happy with your services?
We need your ideas. Get involved!
Help decide how federal funds are
used in your community. You have the
POWER to make a difference.

Call Nicole at 727-217-7070 Today!
LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Council members Wengay Newton and Leslie
Curran join the conga line.

Iris Pugh danced to “This Bitter Earth.”

Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602
HAVE YOU BEEN SERVED
FORECLOSURE PAPERS ON YOUR HOME?

Do you have 22 days to
respond to the court?
Is your home going for auction
and don't know what to do?
Give us a call! You have options!
727-498-0681 ACT FAST!!
CALL US - WE CARE!
Stay In
Your Home! Get a FREE 30 Min. Consultation!

STOP
FORECLOSURE
Alex Harris gets the crowd on
their feet.

Queen Shelia Reilly, left, and
Queen Alex Harris.

Andrew Pink performs
“Unforgettable.”

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Glitter Queens twist
the night away.

Alex Harris leaves it on the
dance floor.

Kerry Caraballo
performs “At Last.”

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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BEYOND THE BAY
Historians, activists ponder
role of black power
BY BRUCE SMITH
Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C.
(AP) — In the city where
the first shots were fired in
a bloody civil war that freed
millions of slaves, historians, activists and ordinary
folks will discuss the legacy
of black power and what it
means today.
The three-day conference opening Thursday at
the College of Charleston’s
Avery Research Center for
African American studies
includes appearances by activists from the 1960s such
as Cleveland Sellers. It also
will feature talks about the
movement by noted historians and discussion of what
black power means in a nation where a black man sits
in the White House.
The conference is called
“The Fire Every Time: Reframing Black Power
Across the Twentieth Century and Beyond.’’ One of
the panels will discuss the
so-called Orangeburg Massacre. In that Feb. 8, 1968,
incident, three men were
killed and 27 people injured
after being shot by police
during a civil rights protest
at what is now South Carolina State University.
Issues facing blacks
today such as poverty, access to health care and social justice may be even
tougher to deal with than in
decades past, said Patricia
Williams Lessane, the cen-

ter’s director.
“We have this false idea
of a post-racial society,’’ she
said. “When you start to
talk about inequities, people talk about the dream
being realized and the playing field being leveled,
which clearly isn’t the
case.’’
Robert Chase, the center’s public historian who is
organizing the conference,
said historians have long focused on the civil rights
movement as those years
between 1954 through 1965
and the passage of the Voting Rights Act. The result,
he said, is a better democracy where, at least where
voting is concerned, race
does not matter.
While black power conjures images of violence
and urban unrest in the
1960s, “in reality, the black
power movement is a
longer struggle for AfricanAmerican freedom, dating
to the early part of the 20th
Century,’’ he said.
He said the conference
will deal with themes ranging from black power in education and the military to
“how the story of the postcivil rights movement has
turned into an age of disparity.’’
“We want to get at that
dynamic that while we have
a black president and rising
black middle class,’’ a disproportionate number of
blacks live in poverty, have
less access to health care

Rev. Jesse Jackson seeks commutation
of 38 in the gambia’s death row

Malcolm X

and are in prison, he said.
“Many people think
we’re there,’’ he said. “I
think the black community
itself is divided on what
black power means in a
contemporary world. I
think there are those who
have ascribed to middleclass education and success and values and who
would not see the need for
black power.’’
Lessane said that, in a
society shaped by the Internet where, unlike the
1960s, there are so many
channels, fewer black leaders can speak to masses of
black people.
“There are people like
an Al Sharpton who continue to champion these issues,’’ she said. “There are
some squeaky wheels out
there. But are there as
many charismatic figures
attracting national attention
like a Malcolm X or a Stokley Carmichael? I don’t
think so.’’

French oil exec nabbed in
African fraud probe
LOME, Togolese (GIN)
— A Togolese court in the
capital city of Lome will
hear charges this week
against the former head of
French oil giant, Elf, following his extradition under an
international arrest warrant
from the Ivory Coast.
Loik Le Floch-Prigent
was detained as he tried to
board an Air France flight
to Paris on Friday. The alleged scheme involves a
Togolese bank account purported to contain more
than $270 million left behind by the Ivory Coast’s
former military ruler
Robert Guei, who was
killed in 2002, according to
Radio France Internationale.
Le Floch-Prigent is no
newcomer to scandal. In
2003 he was convicted for
embezzling more than $350
million in public funds during his time as Elf’s CEO.
The case was described as
the biggest political and
corporate sleaze scandal to
hit a western democracy
since World War II.
But Elf was also a serial
meddler in African politics.
Created by General de
Gaulle in 1965, it was used
as a covert tool for maintaining the French pres

Gambian President Yahya Jammeh

Scattred Janneh, a longtime professor at the University of Tennessee —
were both accused and
convicted of treason by the
Jammeh regime.
Killing prisoners, Jackson said, “isn’t going to
make Jammeh, himself or
his country, any safer…It’s
essentially punishing the
whole country with their
blood. And executing prisoners by firing squad
makes a country look less

humane.”
Many of The Gambia’s
death row inmates are former officials and top military officers who have
been detained for treason
since 1994, when Jammeh
took power in a coup. A
woman was among those
executed, the Interior
Ministry said.
“I hope and pray he
will choose the high road,”
said Jackson.

Lowery to speak, lead voter
march at Clark Atlanta
ATLANTA (AP) —
Civil rights icon the Rev.
Joseph Lowery is set to
speak at an event at Clark
Atlanta University.
Lowery is slated to deliver the keynote address
at the annual fall convocation at the school in Atlanta.
Immediately
following his speech Lowery plans to lead a voter
registration march on the
school’s campus.
Lowery, who was one
of the Rev. Martin Luther

King Jr.’s lieutenants in
the civil rights movement,
will turn 91 next month.
He co-founded the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference with King and
others in 1957.
Clark Atlanta says
Lowery’s legacy of service and fighter for freedom
and
equality
continue through the
Joseph E. Lowery Institute for Justice and
Human Rights at the
school.

Rev. Joseph Lowery

Brazilian cemetery of African
slaves honored
BY JULIANA BARBASSA
Associated Press

Loik Le Floch-Prigent
ence in Africa.
Testimony at the 2003
trial revealed huge sums
paid by Elf to Omar Bongo,
Gabon’s president, and the
leaders
of
Angola,
Cameroon and CongoBrazzaville.
The multi-million dollar
payments would guarantee
that it was Elf and not US or
British firms that pumped
the oil, but also ensure the
African leaders’ continued

allegiance to France.
In Gabon, Elf was a veritable state within a state. In
return for protection and
sweeteners from Elf’s coffers, France used the state
as a base for military and
espionage activities in west
Africa.
The company was privatized and now, reorganized
as Total, has holdings in 14
Africa oil-producing countries.

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to

James E. Flynn Jr.

WASHINGTON (GIN)
— Gambian President
Yahya Jammeh has asked
for a face to face meeting
with the Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. to discuss the fate
of 37 death row prisoners
scheduled to be executed
one at a time for the next
37 months.
Nine prisoners were
shot dead on Aug. 29. The
rest were supposed to be
dead by Sept. 15, but after
receiving calls from the
Rev. Jackson and several
international humanitarian
groups, President Jammeh backed off the execution schedule.
“The goal is to save
some lives by getting him
to commute some sentences,” Jackson told Fox
News.
The civil rights leader
has already won the release of two Americans
who faced sentences of up
to 20 years. The two Gambian-born Americans —
Tamsir Jasseh, a one-time
U.S. soldier, and Amadou

theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

RIO DE JANEIRO
(AP) — Wearing fullskirted white dresses and
turbans, the religious leaders chanted blessings and
sprinkled water on the
concrete floor of a modest
house near this city’s port.
Beneath their feet were
the remains of tens of
thousands of African
slaves who had died
shortly after arriving from
their horrific sea voyage.
The bodies had been
dumped into a fetid, openair
cemetery,
often
chopped up and mixed
with trash. With the 15minute ceremony this
week, the Afro-Brazilian
priests were finally giving
the slaves at least the semblance of a proper burial
centuries later.
“I thank God for this
opportunity,’’
said
Edelzuita Lourdes de San-

tos Oliveira, or Mother
Edelzuita, a well-known
leader of a house practicing the candomble religion. “We honored our
ancestors today with
songs left by them.’’
It’s been a long journey not just for the slaves
but also for the owners of
the house and others seeking to recognize the tragic
history in a multiracial
country that has often
avoided its legacy of slavery and racism.
In this case, the remains were discovered by
accident, when a couple
bought the property in
1996 and started refurbishing it. In the following
years, the bones had
stayed in pits opened first
by construction workers,
then researchers.
Now, visitors inside the
house can look through
glass pyramids onto exposed ground and the re

Afro-Brazilian priests
finally give slaves the
semblance of a proper
burial centuries after
their death.

mains of some of the approximately 20,000 men,
women and children interred there.
Most of the newcomers were Bantu, part of a
broad grouping of ethnicities in south-central Africa.
They had one common
characteristic: They all believed that without a burial, they would not be able
to reunite with their ancestors.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Challenger’s top
10 high school
football teams
PINELLAS COUNTY Largo (3-0): Completely
manhandled the bigger
Countryside team and
halted their 27 game regular season winning
streak to make it to the
top of the Challenger’s
top spot.
Lakewood (2-0): The
Spartans move up a notch
as a result of Countryside’s loss
Countr yside (2-1):
The Cougars will regroup
after a tough loss.
East Lake (2-1): An
ugly win for the Eagles,
who rallied to beat Tarpon Springs.
Admiral Farragut (30): Easy win for the Blue
Jackets who have yet to
be tested.
Gibbs (2-1): Whipped
district foe Spoto by 40
points.
Tarpon Springs (21): Had East Lake beat
but could not hold on to a

4th quarter lead
CCC (2-1): Back to
their winning ways after a
victory over Hudson.
St. Pete Catholic (21): First loss without
Ryan Green
St. Pete High (1-2):
This team had plenty of
promise and are now riding a two game losing
streak.
Defensive MVP Xavier Kirnes of Gibbs
was very opportunistic by
intercepting a pass and
returning it 46 yards for a
touchdown, and by picking up a fumble for another 32 yards for his
second touchdown of the
night.
Of fensive MVP Ryan Davis of Northeast
threw for 250 yards and
rushed for 61 as he accounted for 311 total
yards of offense against
Bogie.

Do colleges need criminals to compete?
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Allen Pinkett, the former
Notre Dame, Houston
Oiler and New Orleans
Saints star made an inflammatory comment about his
alma maters football program which has angered
folks in South Bend, Ind.
Since Lou Holtz left the
program, the Fighting Irish
have not been so competitive and they have been
through five different
coaches since the Holtz
era. Furthermore, they
have not competed for a
National Championship in
quite some time.
Since Notre Dame’s academic standards are on a
different scale than other
colleges and universities, it
makes it very difficult to recruit the kind of kids that
schools like Alabama, USC,
Oregon and LSU recruit.
Unfortunately, their high

academic standard could
be possibly hurting their
program.
Pinkett, who is an analyst for the Irish has been
with them since 2001, and
has seen the program go
through a multitude of
changes. We know that
prestigious football programs want to win, but Pinkett went on to say that
Notre Dame needs more
“criminals” in their program to get an edge.
What Pinkett was really
trying to say is that the
Irish need a different breed
of football players in order
to compete with the upper
echelon of college football
teams. Of course, they want
the student-athlete, but the
Irish seek out the cream of
the crop.
Webster’s Dictionary
defines the word criminal
as a person who commits a
crime. Is that what the Irish
really needs? I think not! If
you understand the dynam-

ics of college football, the
missing ingredients at
Notre Dame are hardnosed
African-American football
players.
Paul Hornung said it
best: “In order for Notre
Dame to win we must get
the black athlete. Playing
eight bowl teams from the
previous year and playing
one of the toughest schedules in the country, we
need the black athlete to
change our fortunes.”
Let’s be honest here, no
one criticized Hornung for
his comment. However, it
was not what Pinkett said it
was how he said it that
landed him in hot water.
Look at the top football
programs around the country and see who they are
mostly comprised of. Look
at the SEC teams that have
won the last five National
Championships, they have
a high percentage of
African Americans athlete’s.

Allen Pinkett

The truth is that Hornung understands what it
takes to win in college football today and he spoke the
truth. The same can be said
for Pinkett, however he
chose the wrong words to
describe the key ingredients that the Irish need to
regain their prominence
and swagger that has
eluded them since the days
of Lou Holtz.
A criminal belongs in
jail not at a higher institution of learning playing collegiate football.

High School Football
Schedule Week 4
Boca Ciega @ Lakewood Ranch
Clearwater @ Pinellas Park
Countryside @ Seminole
Tarpon Springs @ Dixie Hollins
Lakewood @ Dunedin
East Lake @ Trinity Catholic
Largo @ Osceola
St. Petersburg @ Northeast
CCC @ Palm Harbor
Admiral Farragut @
Keswick Christian
Calvary Christian @ Canterbury
Indian Rocks Christian @
Bradenton Christian
Carrollwood Day @ Shorecrest
All public school games start
at 7:30 unless otherwise noted
Private schools games start at 7

Have any questions or
comments about TWC Sports?
Please Email us at
Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Youth League Football
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — It
had been about 10 years
since the Lil Devils played
the Spartans, and the anticipation was high.
The Lil Devils was out
of the league last year and
prior to that they played in
of the country’s largest
football leagues called Pop
Warner, so it was a joy to
see these old foes at it
again the football field playing for a crowd of around
2,000 people.
Flyweights — In the
first quarter, the Spartans
sustained a long drive, however, they fumbled in the
red zone. Both teams continued to struggle offensively, as they continually
changed possessions.
In the second quarter,
the Spartans started to find
a little momentum as they
kept the Lil Devil pinned
down with a bad field position. The Spartans then
started to move the ball and
got deep into Lil Devil territory late in the second
quarter.
Several plays later, Lu-

tarus Adams Jr. scampered
for a 12 yard touchdown
run to put the Spartans up
6-0 at halftime. After halftime both teams were a little sluggish; however, the
Spartans took advantage of
the field possession and got
deep into the Lil Devils territory.
Once again Adams
waltzed into the end zone
on a 12 yard touchdown
run to put the game out of
reach. The Spartans went
on to claim a 12-0 victory to
remain undefeated at 3-0.
Mighty
Mites
—
Coach Styles, an alumnus
of Northeast and current
coach of the Lil Devil
Mighty Mites, came to play
smash mouth football in a
9-0 victory over the Spartans. The old Wing-T offense proved to be too
much for the Spartans. The
Lil Devils defense would
keep Lakewood with bad
field position most of the
game.
Lakewood could not
muster up enough offense
to pose a threat to the Lil
Devils. The Spartans went
back to punt in the first

quarter, but it the punt
never made it out of the
end zone and the play resulted in a safety in the first
quarter.
This put the Lil Devils
up 2-0 which was a lead that
they would never relinquish. Juwon Newton
would later trot to the end
zone untouched from 5
yards out for a touchdown
to seal a 9-0 victory for the
Lil Devils.
Pee Wee — If you attended this game you may
have thought that this was
just a dull defensive football
game. There were not very
many big plays but the Lil
Devils maintained complete control early on moving the ball.
The Lil Devils put up an
18 yard touchdown run
early in the second quarter
to go up 6-0. They then
took a 6-0 lead into the
locker room. Third quarter
was about the same as the
prior two for the Spartans
offense.
They never
switched plays and stayed
within the framework of
their game plan which was
to wear their opponent

down with the spread offense.
Going into the fourth
quarter, the Lil Devils appeared to be in control of a
potential victory until Armani Adams, who took
over for the injured Troy
Von Johnson. Late in the
quarter with less than two
minutes left, Adams broke
several tackles and eluded
other defenders and outran
everyone for a 68 yard
touchdown to tie the score
at 6-6.
The tie score would ensure the Spartans to at least
go into overtime. But wait,
Spartans’ Carlos Jefferson
took a pitch from his quarterback and turned the left
corner and bullied his way
to the end zone to put the
Spartans up 7-6 in a come
from behind victory.
Coach Phil Hines said:
“It was a hard fought victory. Playing a game like
this it is easy for the players
to get down on themselves
and we played superb defense. Football is a game of
inches.”
Midgets — St. Pete 13
Lakewood 12

Up next for the Bucs: The Cowboys
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG One thing is for sure, Bucs
fans know that the Bucs
will come out and give their
best effort on “Any Given
Sunday.” They have impressed the fans throughout the first two weeks of
the season by beating the
Panthers and playing the
defending Super Bowl
champion New York Giants
to the final whistle.
Coach Greg Schiano
has his team buying into
his philosophy in order to
win football games. However, from a defensive
standpoint they looked vulnerable as they gave up
over 600 yard for the game.
The Bucs were in control with a 27-14 lead which

they eventually squandered. When they opened
up their offense things really started clicking for
them.
Coach Schiano loves to
run the ball, but a two
touchdown lead is not always safe in the NFL. He’s
got to learn not to be so
conservative when he has
the lead.
For the most part
they’ve looked a lot better,
and this week they travel to
the house that Jerry Jones
built. The way they’ve been
playing, it would not be a
surprise if they came away
with a victory on Sunday.
I’m basing that strictly on
their prior performances
this season.
Schiano will learn that
he cannot run the ball
down his opponent’s throat;

this is not the Big East.
The NFL is best known as
a passing league — just
take a look at the previous
Super Bowl winners. You
have to know when to
throw and when to run to
protect a lead.
The secondary was
scorched by Manning’s last
six completions which went
for 221 yards. However,
Tony Romo is not Manning
by any means nor is the
Cowboys a team that
strikes fear among its opposition.
Last week they got off
to a terrible start and the
Seahawks took it to them
early by capitalizing on
their mistakes for an upset
with a rookie quarterback
leading the way. Honestly,
the Bucs stand a good
chance to win the game if

Bucs played Super Bowl champion New York Giants to the final whistle.

they execute their game
plan and properly mix the
run and pass ratio.
Let’s see if the Bucs can
make some adjustments

this week and go out and
play the type of game that
they played last week, and
not be vulnerable defensively. If they can do that

there is no reason they
should lose the game. We
all know that they will play
hard for the entire 60 minutes.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by equipping believers to reach the lost
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family
extend an open invitation to join
us not only in Sunday worship,
but also throughout the week
for various programs and ministries.
Sept. 23 - Seven x 7 Community Baptism. North Shore Park
(beach area) downtown, 4 p.m.
Sept. 24 – Save the Date!
Our One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please plan to attend
this initial information session.
Youth Fellowship Hall, 7 p.m.
Sept. 25 – Women’s Ministry will meet in the Youth fellowship Hall, at 6:30 p.m.
Theme: “My Sisters…Can We
Talk?”
Sept. 26 – Join us for our
midday Bible Study at noon,
and our evening Bible Study at

7 pm. Both classes are held in
the main sanctuary.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms. Doris
Newton at (727) 822-0443, ext.
301
Young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college student home for the summer?
Then come join the Young Adult
Ministry every Tuesday, from 7
– 8 p.m. in the Youth Education
Bldg.
VOTERS REGISTRATION
SIGN-UP EVERY 1st and 3rd
SUNDAY. Don’t be surprised

on Election Day! If you have
moved, had a name change,
turn 18 by November 6, or want
to change party affiliation.
Please register!
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

brate Mission Emphasis Sunday. Please plan now to come
prepared to bless our Brothers
and Sisters in Haiti.
Oct. 15-17 — The Family
Life Bible Conference 2012.
Please mark your calendar for
our annual Bible Conference.
The year the overarching
theme will be “The Family.”
There will be classes and
guest facilitators to address all
ages’ subject matters relevant
to our current crises. Marriages-Single-Divorce-Youththe other Woman, the other
Man, Family finances- Living
in an abusive relationship, etc.,
just to name a few. Registration coming soon.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts 7:45
a.m. & 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wed.
night, 7 p.m. as we study in the
Book of MARK, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to
visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org. God Bless You –
The Ship!

The Rock of Jesus MBC
Hat-ti-tude brunch
The ladies of The Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church have planned an extravagant Hat-ti-tude Brunch,
set for 10 a.m., Sat., Sept. 29.
The affair will be held at
the St. Petersburg Country
Club located at 2000 Country
Club Way S., St. Petersburg.
Come expecting a feast for

the palate and a feast for the
eye as hats of varying proportion and design will be on display.
All attendees are asked to
wear your favorite hat. You,
too, may be given the opportunity to be a feature model.
The speaker for the occasion is Rene Flowers, well
known community leader and

advocate for the citizens of
Pinellas County.
Donation for this event is
$25. For tickets or more information, please contact Ruth
Smith at (727) 867-8906 or
Evelyn Lane at (727) 896-5904.
You may also contact The
Rock of Jesus church office at
(727) 327-0015.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Don’t bite the bait
There’s a new fishing
sports gaining popularity
called hand fishing or
“noodling.” It involves
holding your breath, diving into murky water, sticking your hand in sandy
holes where catfish lives.
They surprise it with a
sucker punch in order to
cause the fish to become
mentally and emotionally
disorientated. They then
wrestle it out of the water
with their bare hands
while declaring themselves: the greatest!
I’m sure you agree that
this is not only a ridiculous
way to catch fish but it can
be downright dangerous.
In Florida, waterways
where these fish live also
house others dangerous
creatures. Being underwater you just may drown before you can force any fish
within their natural habitat
to bite your bait. (Jonah)
Every good fisherman
is pragmatic knowing it is
best to stay on land, the
dock or in the boat while
casting their baited line or
casting their net out into
the water. Then they rest
while trusting God, who
made the sea, the dry land
and the fish, to send the
fish to bite their bait.
Satan, the most subtle
creature God ever created
was one of God’s chief angels in heaven. Upon becoming rebellious, God
casted him down into a watery grave beneath the
earth and made him subject to Jesus Christ finished work on the cross.
Yet, Satan continues to

seek who he can seduce,
influence, obsessed or possessed. Once someone
yields their will over to
him, he will control them
as one of his workers to
steal, kill and to destroy
others. The bait Satan uses
when he fishes for the
souls of people is “offenses.” So don’t you bite
the bait! (Luke 17:1)
When
hardships
swarms us, we can chose
to remove ourselves from
the circumstance — mentally, emotionally or naturally— or we can seek to
gain a new perspective by
looking at it the way God
sees it.
If you have nibbled, or
bitten the bait of Satan (offenses offered by others)
and became caught up
with his devices, it was because you were pursuing
your God given rights to
pursue happiness your
way and you were reeled
out of your natural habitat
flipping and flopping like a
fish out of water.
Regardless of how unjustly you have been
treated, you must forgive
your offender. God will vindicate you. Otherwise,
your life will be like you
drinking poison and hoping your offender will die!
Carnal minded people
justify their method of reasoning for a perceived
gain. They deceive themselves first, and then fearlessly come into someone
else’s natural habitat to
hook them. They believe
their own press and expect
you to accept it as your re-

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for the Month of
September
Sept. 26-29 - Congress No.
2: Hosted by First Baptist of
Sun City, Rev. Horace Hol-

loway, Pastor.
Looking Ahead to the
Month of October
Oct. 9-13 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association-97th Annual Session convening at St. John First
Institutional Church in Palmetto, FL; Rev. Fred Brown,
Pastor
Oct. 14 - St, Mark 81st Anniversary Celebration begins.
Theme: “Your Labor is Not in
Vain”, 1 Corinthians 15: 58.
Oct. 17-19 - Nightly Anniversary Services
Oct. 21 - Anniversary Finale
Oct. 24 - Church Outing –
Mt. Sinai
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
&
Wednesdays
beginning Sept. 18.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

First Mt Zion

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sept. 19 – 21 — 7 p.m.: Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., will be the
guest speaker at Grace Temple A.M.E. Church, Pastor
Bessie L. Mohead, located on
1400 9th Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida.
Sept. 30 — 7:45 a.m. &
10:45 a.m. The Ship will cele-

St. Mark MBC

ality. Never forget to remember their “normal” is
not your “normal.”
God’s children natural
habitat is the word of God,
not how the world systems
reasons. Christian perceptions are whatever is right
in God’s eyes.
So examine yourself.
Do you remember when
you lived peacefully with a
pure heart? Where you ensnared? Sucker punched?
Are you hooked on something or someone who seduced or bullied their way
into your life and declared
themselves the boss of
you? Do they want to control your will their way?
This happens when
you forget who and what
offends your spiritual sensibilities. Nevertheless, the
Lord desires to set you
free. Release you back into
your former natural habitat
so that you can once again
be at peace and enjoy your
freedom!
Who knows, maybe
God will pursue you, as an
ordinary person who is
willing to give Him your all
as His bait to draw others
out of the obscure ways of
the world into the Kingdom of God.
Every Christian accepts being hooked onto
God’s predestined purpose
for them and strives to
have a conscience without
offense toward God and
people (Acts 24:16) because they have become a
slave to their freedom. (Romans 14:13)
Just don’t bite their
bait!

All roads will be leading
to First Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, Sunday, Sept.
23, starting at 3 p.m. The
Deacons and men of the
church are sponsoring a service with the theme of “Spiritual Men in Spiritual Motion.”

This program is in behalf
of the Unity Day activities
and the guest church in
charge will be Mt. Moriah
Missionary Baptist Church
and their dynamic pastor Rev.
Robert L. Ward, President of
Union No. 1 of the Union For-

eign Missionary Baptist Association.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd St. S., where
Deacon Marzell Miller is
chairman of the Board of
Deacons and Rev. Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Endure hardness as a good soldier
In 2 Timothy 2:3, the
Apostle Paul asks Timothy
to enlist in the fight along
with him as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. What are
some qualities of a good
soldier?
A good soldier is dependable, trustworthy, disciplined, and courageous.
He or she enlists into warfare with the understanding of what it means to be
on the frontline of opposition. A good soldier is not
ashamed of what he’s
fighting for. Although the
assignment
presented
may be burdensome or
overbearing, the soldier is
committed to the cause.
We are reminded
throughout our society
how men and women enlist into the military to
fight for our country.
These individuals place
themselves each and
every day on the frontlines
of opposition, so that we’re
protected as a society
from threats and attacks.
This position takes an honorable and committed soldier to risk his or her life
for the freedom of others.
The Apostle Paul uses
this analogy as an encouragement to Timothy. He
knew that if Timothy was
able to understand these
fights, then he was able to
comprehend the spiritual
warfare of Jesus Christ.
He assures Timothy that
the gospel of Jesus Christ
comes with resistance.
Therefore, he must be
willing to wear the uniform with delight and be
ready to engage in spiri-

tual warfare against the
adversary.
In order to be prepared
for battle, a soldier must
learn how to endure hardness. In the military, soldiers go through what is
known as “drill time.” This
is when a soldier must
prove that he or she can
withstand the hardness of
the drill.
I have never been in
the military; however,
when my son desired to
enlist, I began to review
the qualifications of what
was needed to become a
soldier. I then wandered as
a mother, had I trained
him to endure hardness as
a man.
After reviewing these
qualifications, I was confident that my son would
make a good soldier. I
knew he would fight for
the cause and be willing to
lose his life honorably (I
must confess I was glad
when he changed his career path).
Moreover, this is the
same assurance that the
Apostle Paul had in Timothy.
2 Chronicles 7:14 informs us that, “ if my people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and
I will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.”
In that verse there is a
distinction being made
“my people” refers to
them that will endure
hardness, a people who

will not vacillate in their
faith, but are engaged in
prayer with the understanding that our fight is
not flesh and blood, but
mighty through God, to
the pulling down of strongholds.
These strong holds are
spirits such as depression,
oppression, feelings of failure, unworthiness, low
self esteem, weariness, unfulfilled desires, lust, envy,
and covetousness. A good
soldier is trained by his superior on how to use his
weapons against these
strongholds. When skilled
in using weaponry, a soldier displays confidence,
because he’s assured that
if there is an attack (in his
mind or body), he is spiritual prepared for the fight.
In conclusion, when
faced with difficult times
don’t succumb to the lie of
the adversary. Go to the
word of God for instruction concerning your life.
I assure you that no matter
what you are facing, the
word of God is able to provide you with the peace,
love, and understanding
you will need in order to
make it through another
day.
Therefore,
endure
hardness (take on the
mindset) as a good soldier
and you will enjoy wholeness in this life. Lastly, 3
John 1:2 says, Beloved, I
pray that you may prosper
in every way and [that
your body] may keep well,
even as [I know] your soul
keeps well and prospers.
Peace and Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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Blast from the past
Do you recognize the person in this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

